SUMMARY. This article discusses research of initiatives and referendums in Arizona. A brief summary of the history of I&R in Arizona and an outline of the process is followed by an annotated list of some of the most relevant resources for those researching in the area.
INTRODUCTION
With 19 measures in the November 2006 general election, voters in Arizona claimed the distinction of having the longest ballot in the nation. The measures covered issues ranging from an increased minimum wage to smoking rights to immigration. Most of the measures that appeared on the poster-sized ballots resulted from the direct initiative process-where members of the public or organizations filed for and Tina S. Ching is Reference Librarian, Seattle University School of Law Library, 901 12th Avenue, P.O. Box 222000, Seattle, WA 98122. However, even with the widespread use of initiatives and referenda in Arizona, there are limited sources of information. Depending on the purpose of research, especially if one is looking for information on older elections, there will be a few places to obtain that information. This guide offers some direction about where information can be located, whether looking up information on past I&R, on filing an initiative or referendum, or trying to find information on a proposition in an upcoming election. After a very brief history of how the I&R system began in Arizona, I will give an overview of the process, and describe some of the major resources that will help a researcher begin their quest for information on I&R in Arizona.
HISTORY OF THE ARIZONA SYSTEM
For those interested in politics, Arizona's history with the initiative and referendum is a fascinating chronicle beginning prior to statehood. 2 There were a couple promising pushes to permit the I&R process while Arizona was still a territory. The legislature of the territory of Arizona, strongly influenced by labor unions, passed an I&R bill in 1899 but, ironically, it was vetoed by the Governor. 3 In 1909, a direct legislation bill was introduced, but the bill died in the house. 4 By the time the Enabling Act of 1910 allowed Arizona to form a constitution to join the Union, the debate was not over whether there should be an initiative and referendum process, but rather what percentage of signatures would be required for petitions. 5 After much debate during the constitutional convention, the Arizona Constitution, including provisions for initiatives and referenda, was finally approved.
Since the first initiative in 1912, when women were given the right to vote, Arizonan voters have seen over 200 measures on ballots-making it one of the most widely used direct legislation systems in the United States.
BASICS OF ARIZONA'S I&R PROCESS
While members of the Arizona State Senate and the House of Representatives have legislative authority, according to the Arizona Constitution, the people have initiative power. 7 In addition, the Arizona Revised Statutes discuss the particulars of the form, circulation and filing of initiatives and referendums. 8 These laws provide for direct initiatives, popular referenda, and legislative referenda, allowing the people of Arizona the ability to create statutes and amend the constitution.
Before circulating a petition to obtain signatures, a form must be filed with the Secretary of State including information such as a brief description and text of the proposed law. 9 The petitioner must do this to obtain a petition number that must be located on all signature sheets. 10 Petition numbers beginning with a "C" are measures that if passed would amend the constitution. Petition numbers beginning with an "I" would add or amend the Arizona Revised Statutes if passed. In the case of a measure placed on the ballot by the legislature, the identifier begins with an HCR or SCR. 1 1 While voters generally ignore the identifier and better know the measure by its ballot number or title, the identifier can be helpful in finding legislative history for these resolutions.
Next, petitioners must obtain signatures. The constitution dictates how many signatures are required for an initiative to appear on the ballot. For constitutional amendments, the number of signatures must equal fifteen percent of all votes cast for Governor in the last general election. 12 For statutes, the number of signatures needed equals ten percent of the votes cast for Governor. 1 3 Each petition sheet must have a place on it indicating whether the circulator is paid or is a volunteer. If it is not indicated, then the entire page of signatures will be deemed invalid.14 When circulating, the signature sheets must be attached to the full text of the measure. 15 Petition circulators must also sign an affidavit stating that they are qualified to be a registered voter. 16 Once the sheets are turned in, the Secretary of State uses a random sampling method to verify the signatures. 17 The county recorder must also certify the signature sheets. 18 If enough signatures have been collected, then the measure will appear in the Publicity Pamphlet and ultimately on the ballot.
The Publicity Pamphlet is one way the Secretary of State's office distributes information about the measures. It is an official State publication that includes the measure's title, full text, form in which it appears on the ballot, arguments for and against the measure, legislative council analysis, and fiscal impact statement. The pamphlet is mailed to every household with a registered voter. Anyone can write a statement for or against the measure, but for it to be printed in the Publicity Pamphlet, a $100 fee is required and the statement cannot exceed 300 words. The State also holds open hearings for the public to obtain information about and discuss the measures. The hearings are held in at least three different counties prior to the election. 19 The schedule of hearings can be found on the Secretary of State's Web site. 20 The measures that appear on the general election ballots receive a new number, generally known as the ballot number. Measures assigned numbers in the 100s are proposed constitutional amendments, initiatives affecting statutes begin in the 200s, referenda affecting statutes begin at 300 and then are consecutively numbered in the order in which they were filed with the Secretary of State. 21 Measures or amendments that are approved in the general election are printed with the laws that are enacted in the next legislative session. 22 Once an initiative or referendum has been approved by the electorate, the Governor cannot veto it and the legislature cannot repeal it. 23 The legislature can amend an initiative or divert funds created or allocated by an initiative only if it furthers the purpose of the measure and at least three fourths of each house vote to amend the measure. 24 
LOCATING ARIZONA MATERIALS
Most I&R researchers (whether in or outside of Arizona) will be happy to know that most information can be found in the comfort of their own homes via the Internet. The information available includes recent publicity pamphlets, news coverage on the most recent general election, the Arizona laws on I&R, and limited historical information. For information on elections older than 1990, researchers will likely have to contact the Arizona State Archives or the Secretary of State's office. Some resources may also be available at the Arizona State University and University of Arizona libraries, though most of the I&R resources are for use in the library only and will be difficult to obtain out of state. 
Official Documents

The Records of the Arizona Constitutional Convention of 1910 (John S.
Goff ed., Sup. Ct. Ariz. 1991). This is an invaluable resource for those looking to investigate the origins of the initiative and referendum in Arizona. It contains an index to subjects making it fairly painless to find discussion of I&R during the convention. Looking up "initiative and referendum" will direct the researcher to the relevant pages. Be warned, however: the number of pages where it was discussed could fill a short novel.
Todd, Charles Foster. The Initiative and Referendum in Arizona (M.A. thesis, U. Ariz., 1931). This thesis is perhaps the most comprehensive discussion of the history of the initiative and referendum in Arizona. It contains references to letters and personal interviews with those directly involved in creating the process. In addition, it refers to historical resources that may be helpful to those interested in the origins of the Arizona processes. The thesis is available at the University of Arizona, Arizona State University and the Arizona State Archives.
Local News
Local news sources are generally good resources for an upcoming election or a look back at the most recent election. These resources, while an excellent resource for the most recent election, do not generally maintain their special election Web pages for older elections. Be aware that some of the links listed here may not work in the future, but the sources that are listed will more than likely continue to cover future elections. This invaluable I&R resource gives a brief overview of Arizona's history with the initiative and referendum followed by a handy chart listing the measures voted on since I&R was first used in 1912. It includes the year, the measure number (if available), the type, subject matter, a brief description and whether it passed or failed. The relevant sections of the Arizona Constitution and statutes are reproduced followed by "The Basic Steps to Do an Initiative in Arizona." The appendix includes information on the 14 measures that appeared on the November 2002 general election ballot.
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